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Rwanda is landlocked republic lying south of the Equator in east-central 
Africa. The capital is Kigali, located in the centre of the country on the 
Ruganwa River. Rwanda is bordered by Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Its geography is dominated by 
mountains in the west and savanna to the east, with numerous lakes 
throughout the country.





2 1890
The 1890 conference in Brussels gave Rwanda and Burundi to the German 
Empire as colonial spheres of interest in exchange for renouncing all claims 
on Uganda. The map shows the teritory of German East Africa, German 
colony which included present-day Rwanda, Burundi, the continental part of 
Tanzania and small part of Mozambique. 





3 1890 - 1916
Germans established a comprehensive race theory acoording to which the 
population of Rwanda was divided on Tutsi, Hutu and Twa. The Tutsi with 
their more ‘European’ appearance (lighter skintone, thiner and taller), were 
considered  elite group of Rwandan society, while Hutus were considered 
as ordinary mass of people. The Twa were a group of African Pygmy people 
that formed the smallest component of the Rwandan population. Hutu 
constituted at least 85%, Tutsi less than 14%, and Twa approximately 1% 
of the of populatio before the genocide. During their colonial ruling on 
theritory of Rwanda Germans and Belgiums favored Tutsi dominance over 
Hutus and granted them ruling positions. 





4 1923
The kingdoms of Rwanda and Urundi were conquered by British and Belgian 
troops during WWI, and became a Belgian mandate in 1923. The Belgian 
government continued to rely on the Tutsi power structure for administering 
the country, but they also became more involved in supervision of 
education and agriculture. The image shows identity cards issued by Belgian 
administration formalising the ethnic categories - Tutsi, Hutu and Twa.





5 1957
Parmehutu (Party of the Hutu Emancipation Movement, also known as the 
Republican Democratic Movement), was a political party in Rwanda and 
Burundi. The movement emphasised the right of the majority ethnicity 
to rule and asserted the supremacy of Hutus over Tutsis. It was the most 
important party of the “Hutu Revolution” of 1959–61 that led to Rwanda 
becoming an independent republic and Hutus superseding Tutsis as the 
ruling group. The image shows Grégoire Kayibanada, the founder of 
Parmehutu.





6 1931 - 1959
Mutara III Rudahigwa (March 1911 – 25 July 1959) was King (mwami) 
of Rwanda between 1931 and 1959. He was the first Mwami to convert 
to Catholicism and Roman Catholicism took hold in Rwanda during his 
reign. His Christian names were Charles Léon Pierre, and he is sometimes 
referred to as Charles Mutara III Rudahigwa. Kigeli V. Ndahindurwa was his 
successor, who ruled East African Nations for less than a year. 





7 3rd September 1959
The Union Nationale Rwandaise (UNAR) is political party formed by Tutsis, 
founded on 3 September 1959. UNAR was a conservative Rwandan political 
party, strongly supported by King Kigeli V. The party participated in the 1961 
parliamentary elections, receiving 17% of the vote. The image shows Francois 
Rukeba, the founder of UNAR.





8 1st November 1959
Politician Dominique Mbonyumutwa, who was of Hutu ethnicity, was 
beaten by members of UNAR. This incident was a trigger for the ‘social 
revolution’ of 1959 which eventually brought down the monarchy while 
forcing hundreds of thousands of Rwandan Tutsi into exile. In January 
1961 he becomes Provisional president of Rwanda. After his presidency, 
he maintained important position in Rwandan politics as respected Hutu 
member. 





9 25th September 1961
“Parmehutu won the elections in 1960 and 1961. In September 1961, 
approximately 80% of Rwandans voted to end the monarchy, thus confirming 
the proclamation of a republic the previous January 1961 by the Parmehutu-
led government. These events became known as the “Hutu Revolution.”





10 1st July 1962
Belgium grants Rwanda independence.





11 26th October 1962
The image shows Grégoire Kayibanda, the founder of Parmehutu, who 
became the first elected President of Rwanda in october 1962. He led 
Rwanda’s fight for independence from Belgium, and replaced the Tutsi 
monarchy with a republican form of government. He asserted Hutu majority 
power.





12 1963
The Hutu revolution forced at least 336,000 Tutsi to flee to neighbouring 
countries. Some exiles formed armed groups (called inyenzi, or 
“cockroaches”, by the Hutu government), who launched attacks into Rwanda. 
In late 1963 a big attack approached Kigali. The government fought back, 
defeating the inyenzi and killing thousands of the remaining Tutsi in 
Rwanda. 





13 5th July 1973
Grégoire Kayibanda, Rwandan president, is overthrown in a military coup 
d’état. Juvénal Habyarimana becomes the third President of Rwanda. During 
his rule, Rwanda became a totalitarian single-party state under the National 
Revolutionary Movement for Development (MRND).





14 1990s

The Akazu (eng. ‘little house’) was an informal organization of Hutu 
extremists whose members contributed strongly to the 1994 Rwandan 
Genocide. A circle of relatives and close friends of Rwanda’s then-president 
Juvénal Habyarimana and his influential wife Agathe Habyarimana.





15 1979
In 1979, the Tutsi refugee intelligentsia in Uganda set up the region’s first 
political refugee organization, the Rwandese Alliance for National Unity 
(RANU), to discuss a possible return to Rwanda.





16 1st October 1990
The Tutsi Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) makes an attack from Uganda, 
starting the Rwandan Civil War. A cease-fire was negotiated in early 1991, 
and negotiations between the FPR and the government began in 1992. RPF 
is the current ruling political party in Rwanda, and also current president 
of Rwanda Paul Kagame has been a prominent member of the RPF since it’s 
beginning.





17 1990
The newspaper Kangura was front established in 1990 after the invasion of 
Tutsi Rwandan Patriotic Frony. Kangura was a Kinyarwanda- and French-
language magazine in Rwanda that served to stoke ethnic hatred in the run-
up to the Rwandan Genocide.





18 4th August 1993
The Arusha Peace Agreement (also known as Arusha Accords) was a set 
of five protocols signed in Arusha, Tanzania on August 4, 1993, by the 
government of Rwanda and the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), to end a 
three-year Rwandan Civil War. Hutu extremists were strongly opposed to 
this plan.





19 1990 - 1994
Simon Bikindi was a Rwandan singer and songwriter who was formerly 
very popular in Rwanda. He composed and performed songs aimed at the 
Interahamwe (an extremist MRND militia youth group) and the civilian 
population in order to encourage them to kill members of the Tutsi people. 
His works were widely broadcast by the Radio-Télévision Libre des Mille 
Collines during the war from October 1990 to July 1994. Bikindi was tried 
and convicted for incitement to genocide by the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in 2008.





20 1994
Georges Ruggiu was a presenter on the Rwandan radio station Radio 
Télévision Libre des Mille Collines, which played a significant role in 
promoting the Rwandan Genocide. Ruggiu encouraged violence against 
Tutsi and moderate Hutu over the air. He was the only non-Rwandan 
charged with involvement in the genocide.





21

Plane carrying Juvénal Habyarimana, president of Rwanda and Cyprien 
Ntaryamira, president of Burundi, was shot down over Kigali. Although it 
has never been determined who was truly responsible for the assassination, 
Hutu extremists were first to blame. This incident sparked the Rwandan 
genocide.  

6 April 1994





22 7th April 1994
The picture shows the flag of the Interhamwe, a Hutu extremist organization. 
Interhamwe togehter with the Rwandan armed forces, FAR, launched a 
massacre of Tutsis and their sympathizers. 





23 April - July 1994
An estimated 800,000 –  1,000,000 Rwandans were killed during the 100-day 
period from April 7 to mid-July 1994, constituting as many as 70% of the 
Tutsi population. Additionally, 30% of the Twa population were killed.





24 1994
Colonel Théoneste Bagosora is a former Rwandan military officer. He was 
linked to akazu (also known as le Clan de Madame) a group associated with 
the president’s wife Agathe Habyarimana, who was at the nexus of the Hutu 
Power ideology. Bagosora is known for his key role in the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide, for establishing Interhamwe, a paramilitary Hutu organization, 
and distributing arms and machetes throughout Rwanda. He was convicted 
on the counts of genocide, crimes againts humanity and war crimes by the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). The sentence was 
reduced to 35 years imprisonment on appeal.





25 1994
Roméo Dallaire was force Commander of UNAMIR (United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Rwanda), the ill-fated United Nations peace-keeping 
force for Rwanda between 1993 and 1994. He warned UN that mass murder 
was being planned, but his warnings were ignored. After the killing started 
he pleaded for more forces to stop the murders, but United Nations ordered 
his force reduced to a token level. In his book Shake Hands with the Devil: 
The Failure of Humanity in Rwanda (2003), General Dallaire asserted that 
Annan held back UN troops from intervening to settle the conflict, and from 
providing more logistical and material support.





26 1994
Kofi Annan was Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations during the 
Rwanda genocide. According to Roméo Dallaire, Commander of UNAMIR 
(United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda), Kofi Annan was informed 
about plans for the genocide of the minority Tutsis in Rwanda in 1994, but 
told UN military personnel in the country not to take any action.





27 14th April 1994
Following the execution of ten Belgian soldiers who had been guarding 
moderate Hutu Prime Minister Agathe Uwilingiyimana, the UN reduces its 
force from 2,500 to 250 troops. The massacre spreads to the rural areas. The 
photo shows the Memorial for the killed Belgian UNAMIR (United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Rwanda) personnel in Kigali in April 1994. 





28 15th April 1994
Interahamwe militia under the leadership of Francois Karera conducted 
a census of the Tutsis at the Ntarama Church. Tutsis were asked to stay 
together so that the government could guarantee their security. This was a 
strategy consistent with actions taken throughout Rwanda and was intended 
to bring together those in hiding. On 15th April, soldiers and Interahamwe 
militia returned to Nyamata Church and began systematic killing of 
approximately 5,000 Tutsis who were in the Ntarama church compound. 
They were using guns and grenades, but also machetes and other traditional 
weapons. The Church of Ntarama was turned into a genocide memorial site 
to remember the 5,000 people who lost their lives there. 





29 28th - 30th April 1994
Massive numbers of Rwandans, primarily Hutus, flee the advance of the RPF 
(Rwandan Patriotic Front), many fearing prosecution for their crimes. The 
resulting crisis, in which hundreds of thousands entered Burundi, Tanzania, 
and eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, is widely broadcast around 
the world.





30  17th May 1994
The UN agrees to send in 6,800 policemen, empowered to defend civilians, 
while the killings of Tutsis continues. The agreed upon UN police force didn’t 
arrive for months.





31 22nd June
Opération Turquoise  was a French-led military operation in Rwanda in 1994 
under the mandate of the United Nations. The objective of the operation 
was security and protection of displaced persons, refugees and civilians in 
danger in Rwanda, by means including the establishment and maintenance, 
where possible, of safe humanitarian areas. There were accusations that the 
Operation Turquoise was aimed only at protecting genocide perpetrators, 
because the genocide continued even within the Turquoise zone.





32 3rd July 1994
As the Hutu government fled into then-Zaire, the RPF (Rwandan Patriotic 
Front) takes control of Kigali. A cholera epidemic in Zaire killed thousands 
of Hutu refugees. The image shows Paul Kagme, the leader of Rwandan 
Patriotic Front.





19th July 1994
The RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front) forms a provisional government. The 
image shows Pasteur Bizimungu on the left, who beame the President of 
Rwanda and Paul Kagame on the right, the leader of RPF, who was chosen as 
vice president.

33





34 8th November 1994 
The Security Council creates the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR). The ICTR indicted a total of 95 individuals. Four individuals remain 
at large as fugitives. The ICTR convicted 61 individuals: 54 of whom are 
currently serving sentences or have completed their sentences, and seven 
of whom died while serving their sentences. The Tribunal acquitted 14 
individuals and transferred the cases against 10 individuals to national 
jurisdictions. The Tribunal ended proceedings against six individuals before 
a final judgment was rendered: two of whom had their charges dismissed by 
the Tribunal, two of whom had their charges withdrawn by the Prosecutor, 
and two of whom died.





35 1998
During Rwandan genocide the mass rapes, that had been an integral part 
of the conflicts, brought the concept of genocidal rape to international 
prominence. Between 250,000 and 500,000 women were raped (67% of 
women who were raped during the genocide were infected with HIV).
Case of Jean-Paul Akayesu brought the topic of systematic rape under the 
spotlight. He was a former teacher, Republican Democratic Movement 
(MDR) politician and also the mayor of Taba commune in Gitarama 
prefecture from April 1993 until June 1994. Akayesu was found guilty of nine 
counts of genocide and crimes against humanity, including the landmark 
conviction of rape as an act of genocide, in 1998.    





36 1998
We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our 
Families: Stories from Rwanda is a 1998 non-fiction book by The New Yorker 
writer Philip Gourevitch about the 1994 Rwandan Genocide. The book 
describes Gourevitch’s travels in Rwanda after the Rwandan Genocide, in 
which he interviews survivors and gathers information. Gourevitch retells 
survivors’ stories, and reflects on the meaning of the genocide. This book 
won numerous awards, including the 1998 National Book Critics Circle 
award, the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, the 1999 Guardian First Book 
Award and the George K. Polk Award for Foreign Reporting.





37 2004
Hotel Rwanda is a 2004 historical drama movie directed by Terry George 
based on the Rwandan genocide. The movie, which has been called an 
African Schindler’s List, documents Rusesabagina’s acts to save the lives of 
his family and more than a thousand other refugees by providing them with 
shelter in the besieged Hôtel des Mille Collines. Hotel Rwanda explores 
genocide, political corruption, and the repercussions of violence.





38 2005
Shooting Dogs is a 2005 movie directed by Michael Caton-Jones. It is based 
on the experiences of BBC news producer David Belton, who worked in 
Rwanda during the Rwandan Genocide. The movie was shot in the original 
location of the scenes it portrays. The movie title refers to the actions of UN 
soldiers of shooting at stray dogs that scavenged the bodies of murdered 
Tutsis. Since the UN soldiers were not allowed to shoot at perpetrators of the 
genocide, the shooting of dogs is symbolic of the madness of the situation 
that the film attempts to capture.





39 2005
Never Again Rwanda (NAR) is a peace building and social justice organization 
that arose in response to the 1994 genocide perpetrated against Tutsis. Guided 
by a vision of a nation where citizens are agents of positive change and work 
together towards sustainable peace and development, NAR aims to empower 
Rwandans with opportunities to become active citizens through peacebuilding 
and development. NAR places a particular emphasis on the youth as the 
future of a peaceful society. NAR is one of the leading national peacebuilding 
organizations with nearly 13 years of experience building a cornerstone for 
peace.


