


1 1852
Uncle Tom’s Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly, is an anti-slavery novel by 
American author Harriet Beecher Stowe. Published in 1852, the novel 
“helped lay the groundwork for the Civil War”, according to Will Kaufman.  
The book and the plays it inspired helped popularize a number of stereotypes 
about black people. These include the affectionate, dark-skinned “mammy”; 
the “pickaninny” stereotype of black children; and the “Uncle Tom”, or 
dutiful, long-suffering servant faithful to his white master or mistress. In 
recent years, the negative associations with Uncle Tom’s Cabin have, to an 
extent, overshadowed the historical impact of the book as a “vital antislavery 
tool.”





2 1947
The Diary of a Young Girl, also known as The Diary of Anne Frank, is a book 
of the writings from the Dutch language diary kept by Anne Frank while she 
was in hiding for two years with her family during the Nazi occupation of 
the Netherlands. The family was apprehended in 1944, and Anne Frank died 
of typhus in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 1945. The diary was 
retrieved by Miep Gies, who gave it to Anne’s father, Otto Frank, the family’s 
only known survivor, just after the war was over. The diary has since been 
published in more than 60 languages.





3 1949
Nineteen Eighty-Four, often published as 1984, is a dystopian novel 
published in 1949 by English author George Orwell. The novel is set in 
Airstrip One, formerly Great Britain, a province of the superstate Oceania. 
Oceania is a world of perpetual war, omnipresent government surveillance 
and public manipulation. Oceania’s residents are dictated by a political 
regime euphemistically named English Socialism (shortened to “Ingsoc” in 
Newspeak, the government’s invented language). The superstate is under 
the control of the privileged, elite Inner Party. The Inner Party persecutes 
individualism and independent thinking known as “thoughtcrimes” and is 
enforced by the “Thought Police”.





4 1960
This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel centres on the trial of an African-
American man wrongly accused of raping a white woman. He is defended 
by the narrator’s father, Atticus Finch – a character that is celebrated for 
his moral integrity. The first of two books written by Harper Lee, it is used 
across the world to teach about civil rights and the history of race relations in 
America.





5 1961
The Day of the Bomb is a non-fiction book written by the Austrian author 
Karl Bruckner in 1961.  The story is about a Japanese girl named Sadako 
Sasaki who lived in Hiroshima and died of illnesses caused by radiation 
exposure following the atomic bombing of the city in August 1945.  The 
book was translated into most major languages, published on the world wide 
web, and is often used as material for peace education in schools around the 
world.





6 1994
Long Walk to Freedom is an autobiographical work written by South African 
President Nelson Mandela, and first published in 1994 by Little Brown & 
Co. The book profiles his early life, coming of age, education and 27 years 
in prison. Under the apartheid government, Mandela was regarded as a 
terrorist and jailed on the infamous Robben Island for his role as a leader of 
the then-outlawed ANC. He later achieved international recognition for his 
leadership as president in rebuilding the country’s once segregated society. 
The last chapters of the book describe his political ascension, and his belief 
that the struggle still continued against apartheid in South Africa.





7 1998
We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our 
Families: Stories from Rwanda is a 1998 non-fiction book by The New Yorker 
writer Philip Gourevitch about the 1994 Rwandan Genocide, in which an 
estimated 1,000,000 Tutsis and Hutus were killed.





8 2002
“A Problem from Hell”: America and the Age of Genocide is a book by 
Samantha Power, at that time Professor of Human Rights Practice at 
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, which explores America’s 
understanding of, response to, and inaction on genocides in the 20th century 
from the Armenian genocide to the “ethnic cleansings” of the Kosovo War. 
It won the J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize and the Pulitzer Prize for General 
Non-Fiction in 2003.





9 2010
Zoya Phan was born in the remote jungles of Burma to the Karen tribe, 
which for decades has been resisting Burma’s brutal military junta. At age 13, 
her peaceful childhood was shattered when the Burmese army attacked. So 
began two terrible years of running, as Zoya was forced to join thousands of 
refugees hiding in the jungle. Her family scattered, her brothers went deeper 
into the war, and Zoya, close to death, found shelter at a Thai refugee camp, 
where she stayed until 2005 when she fled to the U.K. and claimed asylum. 
There, in a twist of fate, she became the public face of the Burmese people’s 
fight for freedom. This is her inspirational story.





10 2013
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. On 
Tuesday 9 October 2012, she almost paid the ultimate price. Shot in the head 
at point blank range while riding the bus home from school, few expected 
her to survive.





11 1899-1907
The Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907 are a series of international 
treaties and declarations negotiated at two international peace conferences 
at The Hague in the Netherlands. Along with the Geneva Conventions, the 
Hague Conventions were among the first formal statements of the laws 
of war and war crimes in the body of secular international law. A third 
conference was planned for 1914 and later rescheduled for 1915, but it did 
not take place due to the start of World War I.





12 1948
The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 9 
December 1948 as General Assembly Resolution 260. The Convention 
entered into force on 12 January 1951. It defines genocide in legal terms, and 
is the culmination of years of campaigning by lawyer Raphael Lemkin. All 
participating countries are advised to prevent and punish actions of genocide 
in war and in peacetime. As of December 2017, 149 states have ratified or 
acceded to the treaty, most recently Benin on 2 November 2017. One state, 
the Dominican Republic, has signed but not ratified the treaty.





13 1948
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone 
document in the history of human rights. Drafted by representatives with 
different legal and cultural backgrounds from all regions of the world, 
the Declaration was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly 
in Paris on 10 December 1948 (General Assembly resolution 217 A) as a 
common standard of achievements for all peoples and all nations. It sets out, 
for the first time, fundamental human rights to be universally protected and 
it has been translated into over 500 languages.





14 1975
The Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons was a declaration of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, made on 9 December 1975. It is the 
3447th resolution made by the Assembly.  As a resolution of the Assembly, 
it is not binding on member nations, but it forms a framework that may be 
drawn on for the purposes of international and domestic law.  It consists of 
a lengthy preamble, and thirteen proclamations that broadly promote the 
rights of those with disabilities.  In 2007 the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities was adopted.





15 1981
The UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and 
of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief (henceforth ‘Religious 
Discrimination Declaration’ or the ‘Declaration’) is clearly the ‘most 
important international instrument regarding religious rights and 
prohibition of intolerance or discrimination based on religion or belief ’. 
However, it seems that even 22 years on, little political will exists to bring 
this Declaration to fruition as a binding legal instrument.





16 1990
The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families is a United Nations multilateral 
treaty governing the protection of migrant workers and families. Signed on 
18 December 1990, it entered into force on 1 July 2003 after the threshold of 
20 ratifying States was reached in March 2003. The Committee on Migrant 
Workers (CMW) monitors implementation of the convention, and is one of 
the seven UN-linked human rights treaty bodies.





17 1992
The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED) is an international human rights 
instrument of the United Nations and intended to prevent forced 
disappearance defined in international law, crimes against humanity. The text 
was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 20 December 2006 
and opened for signature on 6 February 2007. It entered into force on 23 
December 2010. As of August 2017, 96 states have signed the convention and 
57 have ratified it.





18 1992
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, 
Religious and Linguistic Minorities has been adopted by the UN General 
Assembly on 18 December, 1992, without a vote, by resolution No. 47/135.  
Its key provisions include that “Persons belonging to national or ethnic, 
religious and linguistic minorities (hereinafter referred to as persons 
belonging to minorities) have the right to enjoy their own culture, to profess 
and practise their own religion, and to use their own language, in private 
and in public, freely and without interference or any form of discrimination” 
(Article 2.1).





19 1993
The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women was 
adopted without vote by the United Nations General Assembly in its 
resolution 48/104 of 20 December 1993. Contained within it is the 
recognition of “the urgent need for the universal application to women of the 
rights and principles with regard to equality, security, liberty, integrity and 
dignity of all human beings”. The resolution is often seen as complementary 
to, and a strengthening of, the work of the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and Vienna Declaration and 
Programme of Action. It recalls and embodies the same rights and principles 
as those enshrined in such instruments as the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and Articles 1 and 2 provide the most widely used definition 
of violence against women. As a consequence of the resolution, in 1999, the 
General Assembly, led by the representative from the Dominican Republic, 
designated 25 November as the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women.





20 1945
The Nuremberg Trials (German: Die Nürnberger Prozesse) were a series 
of military tribunals held by the Allied forces under international law 
and the laws of war after World War II. The trials were most notable for 
the prosecution of prominent members of the political, military, judicial 
and economic leadership of Nazi Germany, who planned, carried out, or 
otherwise participated in the Holocaust and other war crimes. The trials 
were held in the city of Nuremberg, Germany, and their decisions marked a 
turning point between classical and contemporary international law.





21

The United Nations (UN) is an intergovernmental organization tasked to 
promote international cooperation and to create and maintain international 
order. A replacement for the ineffective League of Nations, the organization 
was established on 24 October 1945 after World War II with the aim of 
preventing another such conflict. At its founding, the UN had 51 member 
states; there are now 193. The headquarters of the UN is in Manhattan, 
New York City, and is subject to extraterritoriality. Further main offices 
are situated in Geneva, Nairobi, and Vienna. The organization is financed 
by assessed and voluntary contributions from its member states. Its 
objectives include maintaining international peace and security, promoting 
human rights, fostering social and economic development, protecting 
the environment, and providing humanitarian aid in cases of famine, 
natural disaster, and armed conflict. The UN is the largest, most familiar, 
most internationally represented and most powerful intergovernmental 
organization in the world.

1945





22 1946
The International Military Tribunal for the Far East (IMTFE), also known 
as the Tokyo Trials or the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal, was a military 
trial convened on April 29, 1946, to try the leaders of the Empire of Japan 
for “Class A” crimes, which were reserved for those who participated in 
a joint conspiracy to start and wage war.  Twenty-eight Japanese military 
and political leaders were charged with waging aggressive war and with 
responsibility for conventional war crimes. More than 5,700 lower-ranking 
personnel were charged with conventional war crimes in separate trials 
convened by Australia, China, France, The Netherlands, The Philippines, The 
United Kingdom and The United States. The charges covered a wide range of 
crimes including prisoner abuse, rape, sexual slavery, torture, ill-treatment 
of labourers, execution without trial and inhumane medical experiments. 
China held 13 tribunals, resulting in 504 convictions and 149 executions.





23 1959
The European Court of Human Rights is a supra-national or international 
court established by the European Convention on Human Rights. It hears 
applications alleging that a contracting state has breached one or more of 
the human rights provisions concerning civil and political rights set out 
in the Convention and its protocols. An application can be lodged by an 
individual, a group of individuals or one or more of the other contracting 
states, and, besides judgments, the Court can also issue advisory opinions. 
The Convention was adopted within the context of the Council of Europe, 
and all of its 47 member states are contracting parties to the Convention. The 
Court is based in Strasbourg, France.





24 1961
Amnesty International (commonly known as Amnesty or AI) is a London-
based non-governmental organization focused on human rights. The 
organization claims to have over 7 million members and supporters around 
the world.  The stated objective of the organization is “to conduct research 
and generate action to prevent and end abuses of human rights, and to 
demand justice for those whose rights have been violated.”  Amnesty 
International was founded in London in 1961, following the publication 
of the article “The Forgotten Prisoners” in The Observer on 28 May 1961, 
by the lawyer Peter Benenson. Amnesty draws attention to human rights 
abuses and campaigns for compliance with international laws and standards. 
It works to mobilize public opinion to put pressure on governments that let 
abuse take place. Amnesty considers capital punishment to be “the ultimate, 
irreversible denial of human rights”. The organization was awarded the 1977 
Nobel Peace Prize for its “campaign against torture”, and the United Nations 
Prize in the Field of Human Rights in 1978.





25 1973
The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is 
the world’s largest security-oriented intergovernmental organization. Its 
mandate includes issues such as arms control, promotion of human rights, 
freedom of the press, and fair elections. It employs around 3,460 people, 
mostly in its field operations but also in its secretariat in Vienna, Austria and 
its institutions. It has its origins in the 1975 Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE) held in Helsinki, Finland.  





26 1998
To mark the 50th anniversary of the declaration in 1998, UNESCO struck 
a commemorative medal. The obverse side features a globe surrounded by 
the words Déclaration universelle des droits de l’homme, 1948-1998, 50e 
anniversaire (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 50th anniversary). 
The reverse is engraved with the first sentence of Article 1: Tous les êtres 
humains naissent libres et égaux en dignité et en droits. (All human beings 
are born free and equal in dignity and rights), as well as the words “human 
rights” spelt out in the Organization’s six official languages: English, Spanish, 
Russian, Arabic, French and Chinese. At the centre is the UNESCO logo. 





27 1993
The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), 
was a body of the United Nations established to prosecute serious crimes 
committed during the Yugoslav Wars, and to try their perpetrators. The 
tribunal was an ad hoc court located in The Hague, Netherlands. The Court 
was established by Resolution 827 of the United Nations Security Council, 
which was passed on 25 May 1993. Various countries signed agreements 
with the UN to carry out custodial sentences. A total of 161 persons were 
indicted; the final indictments were issued in December 2004, the last of 
which were confirmed and unsealed in the spring of 2005. The final fugitive, 
Goran Hadžić, was arrested on 20 July 2011. The final judgment was issued 
on 29 November 2017 and the institution formally ceased to exist on 31 
December 2017.





28 1993
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(commonly known as the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) is a United Nations agency that works to promote and 
protect the human rights that are guaranteed under international law and 
stipulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. The office 
was established by the UN General Assembly on 20 December 1993 in the 
wake of the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights.





29 1993
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda was an international court 
established in November 1994 by the United Nations Security Council 
in Resolution 955 in order to judge people responsible for the Rwandan 
Genocide and other serious violations of international law in Rwanda, or 
by Rwandan citizens in nearby states, between 1 January and 31 December 
1994.  In 1995, it became located in Arusha, Tanzania, under Resolution 
977. (From 2006, Arusha also became the location of the African Court 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights). In 1998 the operation of the tribunal was 
expanded in Resolution 1165. Through several resolutions, the Security 
Council called on the tribunal to complete its investigations by end of 2004, 
complete all trial activities by end of 2008, and complete all work in 2012.  
The tribunal has jurisdiction over genocide, crimes against humanity, and 
war crimes, which are defined as violations of Common Article Three and 
Additional Protocol II of the Geneva Conventions (which deals with internal 
conflicts).





30 2002
The International Criminal Court is an intergovernmental organization and 
international tribunal that sits in The Hague in the Netherlands. The ICC 
has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international crimes of 
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. The ICC is intended 
to complement existing national judicial systems and it may therefore only 
exercise its jurisdiction when certain conditions are met, such as when 
national courts are unwilling or unable to prosecute criminals or when the 
United Nations Security Council or individual states refer situations to the 
Court. The ICC began functioning on 1 July 2002, the date that the Rome 
Statute entered into force. The Rome Statute is a multilateral treaty which 
serves as the ICC’s foundational and governing document. States which 
become party to the Rome Statute, for example by ratifying it, become 
member states of the ICC. Currently, there are 123 states which are party to 
the Rome Statute and therefore members of the ICC.





31 1791
The Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen, also known 
as the Declaration of the Rights of Woman, was written on 5 September 
in 1791 by French activist, feminist, and playwright Olympe de Gouges 
in response to the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. By 
publishing this document, de Gouges hoped to expose the failures of the 
French Revolution in the recognition of sexual equality, but failed to create 
any lasting impact on the direction of the Revolution. As a result of her 
writings (including The Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female 
Citizen), de Gouges was accused, tried and convicted of treason, resulting in 
her immediate execution, along with the Girondists in the Reign of Terror 
(one of only three women beheaded during the Reign of Terror - and the 
only executed for her political writings). While The Declaration of the Rights 
of Woman should not, by any means, be considered a manifesto of the 
women’s movement of the late eighteenth century, it is significant because it 
brought attention to a set of feminist concerns that collectively reflected and 
influenced the aims of many French Revolution activists.





32 1869
The National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA) was formed on May 15, 
1869 in New York City. The National Association was created in response to 
a split in the American Equal Rights Association over whether the woman’s 
movement should support the Fifteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution. Its founders, Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
opposed the Fifteenth Amendment unless it included the vote for women. 
Men were able to join the organization as members; however, women solely 
controlled the leadership of the group. The NWSA worked to secure women’s 
enfranchisement through a federal constitutional amendment. Contrarily, its 
rival, the American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA), believed success 
could be more easily achieved through state-by-state campaigns. In 1890 
the NWSA and the AWSA merged to form the National American Woman 
Suffrage Association (NAWSA).





1888
The Women’s Suffrage League, founded in 1888, spearheaded the campaign 
for women’s right to vote in South Australia. In 1894 South Australia became 
the first Australian colony and the fourth place in the world to grant women’s 
suffrage. At the same time women were granted the right to stand for 
election to Parliament, the first place in the world.

33





34 1893
On 19 September 1893 the governor, Lord Glasgow, signed a new Electoral 
Act into law. As a result of this landmark legislation, New Zealand became 
the first self-governing country in the world in which all women had the 
right to vote in parliamentary elections.  In most other democracies – 
including Britain and the United States – women did not win the right to 
the vote until after the First World War. New Zealand’s world leadership in 
women’s suffrage became a central part of our image as a trail-blazing ‘social 
laboratory’.





35 1904
The International Alliance of Women is an international non-governmental 
organization that works to promote women’s human rights around the world, 
focusing particularly on empowerment of women and development issues 
and more broadly on gender equality. The basic principle of the IAW is that 
the full and equal enjoyment of human rights is due to all women and girls. 
It is one of the oldest, largest and most influential organizations in its field. 
The organization was founded in 1904 in Berlin by Carrie Chapman Catt, 
Susan B. Anthony, Millicent Fawcett and other leading feminists to campaign 
for women’s suffrage. Originally named the International Woman Suffrage 
Alliance (IWSA) and headquartered in London, it was the preeminent 
international women’s suffrage organization. Its emphasis has since shifted 
to a broad human rights focus. Today it represents over 50 organizations 
world-wide comprising several hundred thousand members, and has its seat 
in Geneva.





36 1915
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is a 
non-profit non-governmental organization working “to bring together 
women of different political views and philosophical and religious 
backgrounds determined to study and make known the causes of war and 
work for a permanent peace” and to unite women worldwide who oppose 
oppression and exploitation. WILPF has national sections in 37 countries.  
WILPF is headquartered in Geneva and maintains a United Nations office in 
New York City.





37 1920
The Nineteenth Amendment (Amendment XIX) to the United States 
Constitution prohibits the states and the federal government from denying 
the right to vote to citizens of the United States on the basis of sex. It was 
adopted on August 18, 1920. Until the 1910s, most states did not give 
women the right to vote. The amendment was the culmination of the 
women’s suffrage movement in the United States, which fought at both state 
and national levels to achieve the vote. It effectively overruled Minor v. 
Happersett, in which a unanimous Supreme Court ruled that the Fourteenth 
Amendment did not give women the right to vote.  The Nineteenth 
Amendment was originally introduced in Congress in 1878 by Senator 
Aaron A. Sargent. Forty-one years later, in 1919, Congress submitted it to the 
states for ratification. It was ratified by three-fourths of the states a year later, 
with Tennessee’s ratification being the last needed to add the amendment 
to the Constitution. In Leser v. Garnett (1922), the Supreme Court rejected 
claims that the amendment was unconstitutionally adopted.





38 1946
The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW or UNCSW) is a 
functional commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC), one of the main UN organs within the United Nations. CSW 
has been described as the UN organ promoting gender equality and the 
empowerment of women. Every year, representatives of Member States 
gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York to evaluate progress 
on gender equality, identify challenges, set global standards and formulate 
concrete policies to promote gender equality and advancement of women 
worldwide. In April 2017, ECOSOC elected 13 new members to CSW for a 
four-year term 2018–2022. One of the new members is Saudi Arabia, which 
has been criticised for its treatment of women.





39 1961

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal global 
intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of gender 
equality and the empowerment of women. A functional commission of the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), it was established by Council 
resolution 11(II) of 21 June 1946.





40 1971

Women in Switzerland gained the right to vote in federal elections after a 
referendum in February 1971. In 1991 following a decision by the Federal 
Supreme Court of Switzerland, Appenzell Innerrhoden became the last Swiss 
canton to grant women the vote on local issues.





41 1919
The Save the Children Fund, commonly known as Save the Children, is an 
international non-governmental organization that promotes children’s rights, 
provides relief and helps support children in developing countries. It was 
established in the United Kingdom in 1919 in order to improve the lives of 
children through better education, health care, and economic opportunities, 
as well as providing emergency aid in natural disasters, war, and other 
conflicts.





42 1924

The Declaration of the Rights of the Child, sometimes known as the Geneva 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child, is an international document 
promoting child rights, drafted by Eglantyne Jebb and adopted by the League 
of Nations in 1924, and adopted in an extended form by the United Nations 
in 1959.





43 1946
The United Nations Children’s Fund program headquartered in New York 
City that provides humanitarian and developmental assistance to children 
and mothers in developing countries. It is a member of the United Nations 
Development Group.  Most of UNICEF’s work is in the field, with staff in 
over 190 countries and territories. More than 200 country offices carry out 
UNICEF’s mission through programs developed with host governments. 
Seven regional offices provide technical assistance to country offices as 
needed.





44 1949
SOS Children’s Villages is an independent, non-governmental international 
development organization which has been working to meet the needs and 
protect the interests and rights of children since 1949. It was founded by 
Hermann Gmeiner in Imst, Austria. Its international umbrella organisation, 
SOS-Kinderdorf International, was founded in 1960, after national 
associations had been established in France, Germany and Italy in addition 
to the original Austrian association. Over a hundred national associations 
across the world have since been established.





45 1954
Children’s Day is a day recognised to celebrate children. The day is celebrated 
on various calendar dates in different countries.   Universal Children’s 
Day takes place annually on 20 November. First proclaimed by the United 
Kingdom in 1954, it was established to encourage all countries to institute a 
day, firstly to promote mutual exchange and understanding among children 
and secondly to initiate action to benefit and promote the welfare of the 
world’s children.





46 1959

In 1959, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Declaration of 
the Rights of the Child. It marked the first major international consensus on 
the fundamental principles of children’s rights.





47 1989
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (commonly 
abbreviated as the CRC or UNCRC) is a human rights treaty which 
sets out the civil, political, economic, social, health and cultural rights 
of children. The Convention defines a child as any human being under 
the age of eighteen, unless the age of majority is attained earlier under 
national legislation.  Nations that ratify this convention are bound to it 
by international law. Compliance is monitored by the UN Committee on 
the Rights of the Child, which is composed of members from countries 
around the world. Once a year, the Committee submits a report to the Third 
Committee of the United Nations General Assembly, which also hears a 
statement from the CRC Chair, and the Assembly adopts a Resolution on the 
Rights of the Child.





48 1993
War Child is a non-governmental organisation founded in the UK in 1993 
which provides assistance to children in areas experiencing conflict and the 
aftermath of conflict. The establishment of War Child UK was soon followed 
by organisations in Canada and the Netherlands.





49 1999
The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (also called the 
ACRWC or Children’s Charter) was adopted by the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) in 1990 (in 2001, the OAU legally became the African Union) 
and was entered into force in 1999. Like the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC), the Children’s Charter is a comprehensive 
instrument that sets out rights and defines universal principles and 
norms for the status of children. The ACRWC and the CRC are the only 
international and regional human rights treaties that cover the whole 
spectrum of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.  It calls for 
the creation of an African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare 
of the Child (Committee of Experts). Its mission is to promote and protect 
the rights established by the ACRWC, to practice applying these rights, 
and to interpret the disposition of the ACRWC as required of party states, 
African Union (AU) institutions, or all other institutions recognized by AU 
or by a member state.





50 1999
The Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the 
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, known in short as the 
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, was adopted by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) in 1999 as ILO Convention No 182. It is one 
of 8 ILO fundamental conventions.  By ratifying this Convention No. 
182, a country commits itself to taking immediate action to prohibit and 
eliminate the worst forms of child labour. The Convention is enjoying 
the fastest pace of ratifications in the ILO’s history since 1919.[citation 
needed]  The ILO’s International Programme on the Elimination of Child 
Labour (IPEC) is responsible for assisting countries in this regard as well 
as monitoring compliance. One of the methods used by IPEC to assist 
countries in this regard are Time-bound Programmes.  The ILO also adopted 
the Worst Forms of Child Labour Recommendation No 190 in 1999. This 
recommendation contains, among others, recommendations on the types 
of hazards that should be considered for inclusion within a country-based 
definition of Worst Forms of Hazards faced by Children at Work.





51 1391
Dalai Lama is a title given to spiritual leaders of the Tibetan people. They are 
part of the Gelug or “Yellow Hat” school of Tibetan Buddhism, the newest of 
the schools of Tibetan Buddhism. The Dalai Lama title was created by Altan 
Khan, the Prince of Shunyi, granted by Ming Dynasty in 1578. The 14th and 
current Dalai Lama is Tenzin Gyatso.





52 1869 - 1948
Mahātmā Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an Indian activist who 
was the leader of the Indian independence movement against British rule. 
Employing nonviolent civil disobedience, Gandhi led India to independence 
and inspired movements for civil rights and freedom across the world. The 
honorific Mahātmā (Sanskrit: “high-souled”, “venerable”) - applied to him 
first in 1914 in South Africa is now used worldwide. In India, he is also called 
Bapu ji and Gandhi ji. He is unofficially called the Father of the Nation.





53 1908 - 1974
Oskar Schindler (28 April 1908 – 9 October 1974) was a German 
industrialist and a member of the Nazi Party, who is credited with saving 
the lives of 1,200 Jews during the Holocaust by employing them in his 
enamelware and ammunitions factories, which were located in occupied 
Poland and the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. He is the subject of 
the 1982 novel Schindler’s Ark and its 1993 film adaptation, Schindler’s List, 
which reflected his life as an opportunist initially motivated by profit, who 
came to show extraordinary initiative, tenacity, and dedication to save the 
lives of his Jewish employees.





54 1913
Rosa Louise McCauley Parks was an activist in the Civil Rights Movement, 
whom the United States Congress called “the first lady of civil rights” 
and “the mother of the freedom movement”. On December 1, 1955, in 
Montgomery, Alabama, Parks refused to obey bus driver James F. Blake’s 
order to give up her seat in the “colored section” to a white passenger, after 
the whites-only section was filled. Parks was not the first person to resist bus 
segregation.





55 1918
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was a South African anti-apartheid 
revolutionary, political leader, and philanthropist, who served as President 
of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. He was the country’s first black head of 
state and the first elected in a fully representative democratic election. His 
government focused on dismantling the legacy of apartheid by tackling 
institutionalised racism and fostering racial reconciliation. Ideologically 
an African nationalist and socialist, he served as President of the African 
National Congress (ANC) party from 1991 to 1997.





56 1929 - 1968
Martin Luther King Jr. was an American Baptist minister and activist 
who became the most visible spokesperson and leader in the civil rights 
movement. He is best known for his role in the advancement of civil 
rights using the tactics of nonviolence and civil disobedience based on 
his Christian beliefs and inspired by the nonviolent activism of Mahatma 
Gandhi.  King became a civil rights activist early in his career. He led the 
1955 Montgomery bus boycott and helped found the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1957, serving as its first president. 
With the SCLC, he led an unsuccessful 1962 struggle against segregation 
in Albany, Georgia, and helped organize the 1963 nonviolent protests in 
Birmingham, Alabama. He also helped to organize the 1963 March on 
Washington, where he delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.





57 1959
Rigoberta Menchú Tum is a K’iche’ political and human rights activist 
from Guatemala. Menchú has dedicated her life to publicizing the rights of 
Guatemala’s indigenous feminists during and after the Guatemalan Civil 
War (1960–1996), and to promoting indigenous rights in the country.  She 
received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992 and the Prince of Asturias Award in 
1998. She is the subject of the testimonial biography I, Rigoberta Menchú 
(1983) and the author of the autobiographical work, Crossing Borders. 
Menchú is a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador. She has also become a figure 
in indigenous political parties and ran for President of Guatemala in 2007 
and 2011.





58 1972
Leymah Roberta Gbowee is a Liberian peace activist responsible for leading 
a women’s peace movement, Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace that 
helped bring an end to the Second Liberian Civil War in 2003. Her efforts to 
end the war, along with her collaborator Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, helped usher 
in a period of peace and enabled a free election in 2005 that Sirleaf won. 
She, along with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Tawakkul Karman, were awarded 
the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize “for their non-violent struggle for the safety of 
women and for women’s rights to full participation in peace-building work.”





59 1979
Tawakkol Abdel-Salam Karman is a Yemeni journalist, politician, and 
human rights activist. She leads the group “Women Journalists Without 
Chains,” which she co-founded in 2005. She became the international public 
face of the 2011 Yemeni uprising that is part of the Arab Spring uprisings. 
She has been called the “Iron Woman” and “Mother of the Revolution” by 
Yemenis. She is a co-recipient of the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize, becoming the 
first Yemeni, the first Arab woman, and the second Muslim woman to win a 
Nobel Prize and the second youngest Nobel Peace Laureate to date.





60 1997
Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani activist for female education and the youngest 
Nobel Prize laureate. She is known for human rights advocacy, especially 
the education of women and children in her native Swat Valley in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, northwest Pakistan, where the local Taliban had at times 
banned girls from attending school. Her advocacy has grown into an 
international movement.





61 539 bc - 538 bc
The Cyrus Cylinder is an ancient clay cylinder, now broken into several 
pieces, on which is written a declaration in Akkadian cuneiform script in 
the name of Persia’s Achaemenid king Cyrus the Great. It dates from the 
6th century BC and was discovered in the ruins of Babylon in Mesopotamia 
(modern Iraq) in 1879. It is currently in the possession of the British 
Museum, which sponsored the expedition that discovered the cylinder. It 
was created and used as a foundation deposit following the Persian conquest 
of Babylon in 539 BC, when the Neo-Babylonian Empire was invaded by 
Cyrus and incorporated into his Persian Empire.





62

Natural law is a philosophy asserting that certain rights are inherent by 
virtue of human nature, endowed by nature - traditionally by God or a 
transcendent source - and that these can be understood universally through 
human reason. As determined by nature, the law of nature is implied to be 
universal, existing independently of the positive law of a given state, political 
order, legislature or society at large.

384 bc - 322 bc





63 1215
Magna Carta Libertatum is a charter agreed to by King John of England at 
Runnymede, near Windsor, on 15 June 1215. First drafted by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to make peace between the unpopular King and a group of 
rebel barons, it promised the protection of church rights, protection for the 
barons from illegal imprisonment, access to swift justice, and limitations on 
feudal payments to the Crown, to be implemented through a council of 25 
barons.





64 1652
Natural and legal rights are two types of rights. Natural rights are those 
that are not dependent on the laws or customs of any particular culture or 
government, and so are universal and inalienable (they cannot repealed or 
restrained by human laws). Legal rights are those bestowed onto a person 
by a given legal system (they can be modified, repealed, and restrained by 
human laws).





65 1864
The First Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of 
the Wounded in Armies in the Field, held on 22 August 1864, is the first 
of four treaties of the Geneva Conventions. It defines “the basis on which 
rest the rules of international law for the protection of the victims of armed 
conflicts.” After the first treaty was adopted in 1864, it was significantly 
revised and replaced in 1906, 1929, and finally 1949. It is inextricably linked 
to the International Committee of the Red Cross, which is both the instigator 
for the inception and enforcer of the articles in these conventions.





66 1919
The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a United Nations agency 
dealing with labour problems, particularly international labour standards, 
social protection, and work opportunities for all. The ILO has 187 member 
states: 186 of the 193 UN member states plus the Cook Islands are members 
of the ILO.  In 1969, the organisation received the Nobel Peace Prize for 
improving peace among classes, pursuing decent work and justice for 
workers, and providing technical assistance to other developing nations.  The 
ILO registers complaints against entities that are violating international rules; 
however, it does not impose sanctions on governments.





67 1950
The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) is an international 
treaty to protect human rights and fundamental freedoms in Europe. Drafted 
in 1950 by the then newly formed Council of Europe, the convention 
entered into force on 3 September 1953. All Council of Europe member 
states are party to the Convention and new members are expected to ratify 
the convention at the earliest opportunity. The Convention established the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). Any person who feels his or her 
rights have been violated under the Convention by a state party can take a 
case to the Court.





68 1966
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) is a 
multilateral treaty adopted by the United Nations General Assembly with 
resolution 2200A (XXI) on 19 December 1966, and in force from 23 March 
1976 in accordance with Article 49 of the covenant. Article 49 allowed that 
the covenant will enter into force three months after the date of the deposit 
of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or accession. The covenant 
commits its parties to respect the civil and political rights of individuals, 
including the right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom 
of assembly, electoral rights and rights to due process and a fair trial. As 
of February 2017, the Covenant has 169 parties and six more signatories 
without ratification.





69 1976
The International Bill of Human Rights was the name given to UN General 
Assembly Resolution 217 (III) and two international treaties established 
by the United Nations. It consists of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (adopted in 1948), the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR, 1966) with its two Optional Protocols and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR, 1966). The two 
covenants entered into force in 1976, after a sufficient number of countries 
had ratified them.





70 1993
The World Conference on Human Rights was held by the United Nations 
in Vienna, Austria, on 14 to 25 June 1993. It was the first human rights 
conference held since the end of the Cold War. The main result of the 
conference was the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.  The 
World Conference on Human Rights was attended by representatives of 171 
nations and 800 NGOs, with some 7,000 participants overall. This made 
it the largest gathering ever on human rights. It was organised by Human 
Rights expert John Pace.





71 1914 - 1918
World War I, also known as the First World War, the Great War, or the War 
to End All Wars, was a global war originating in Europe that lasted from 28 
July 1914 to 11 November 1918. More than 70 million military personnel, 
including 60 million Europeans, were mobilised in one of the largest wars 
in history. Over nine million combatants and seven million civilians died 
as a result of the war (including the victims of a number of genocides), a 
casualty rate exacerbated by the belligerents’ technological and industrial 
sophistication, and the tactical stalemate caused by gruelling trench warfare. 
It was one of the deadliest conflicts in history, and paved the way for major 
political changes, including revolutions in many of the nations involved. 
Unresolved rivalries still extant at the end of the conflict contributed to the 
start of the Second World War only twenty-one years later.





72

World War II, also known as the Second World War, was a global war 
that lasted from 1939 to 1945, although related conflicts began earlier. It 
involved the vast majority of the world’s countries—including all of the great 
powers—eventually forming two opposing military alliances: the Allies and 
the Axis. It was the most widespread war in history, and directly involved 
more than 100 million people from over 30 countries. In a state of total war, 
the major participants threw their entire economic, industrial, and scientific 
capabilities behind the war effort, erasing the distinction between civilian 
and military resources.

1939 - 1945





73

The Cold War was a state of geopolitical tension after World War II between 
powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and its satellite states) and 
powers in the Western Bloc (the United States, its NATO allies and others). 
Historians do not fully agree on the dates, but a common timeframe is the 
period between 1947, the year the Truman Doctrine, a U.S. foreign policy 
pledging to aid nations threatened by Soviet expansionism, was announced, 
and either 1989, when communism fell in Eastern Europe, or 1991, when the 
Soviet Union collapsed. The term “cold” is used because there was no large-
scale fighting directly between the two sides, but they each supported major 
regional wars known as proxy wars.

1945 - 1991





74

The Vietnam War, also known as the Second Indochina War, and also known 
in Vietnam as the Resistance War Against America or simply the American 
War, was a conflict that occurred in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia from 
1 November 1955 to the fall of Saigon on 30 April 1975. It was the second 
of the Indochina Wars and was officially fought between North Vietnam 
and the government of South Vietnam. The North Vietnamese army was 
supported by the Soviet Union, China and other communist allies and the 
South Vietnamese army was supported by the United States, South Korea, 
Australia, Thailand and other anti-communist allies. The war is therefore 
considered a Cold War-era proxy war.

1955 - 1975





75

The Six-Day War, also known as the June War, 1967 Arab–Israeli War, or 
Third Arab–Israeli War, was fought between June 5 and 10, 1967 by Israel 
and the neighboring states of Egypt (known at the time as the United Arab 
Republic), Jordan, and Syria.

1967





76

The Soviet–Afghan War lasted over nine years, from December 1979 to 
February 1989. Insurgent groups known together as the mujahideen, as well 
as smaller Maoist groups, fought a guerrilla war against the Soviet Army and 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan government, mostly in the rural 
countryside. The mujahideen groups were backed primarily by the United 
States and Pakistan, making it a Cold War proxy war. Between 562,000 and 
2,000,000 civilians were killed and millions of Afghans fled the country as 
refugees, mostly to Pakistan and Iran.

1979 - 1989





77

The Iran–Iraq War was an armed conflict between Iran and Iraq lasting from 
22 September 1980, when Iraq invaded Iran, to 20 August 1988. The war 
followed a long history of border disputes, and was motivated by fears that 
the Iranian Revolution in 1979 would inspire insurgency among Iraq’s Shi’ite 
majority, as well as Iraq’s desire to replace Iran as the dominant Persian Gulf 
state. Iraq planned to annex the oil-rich Khuzestan Province and the east 
bank of the Shatt al-Arab (Arvand Rud).

1980 - 1988





78

The Gulf War (2 August 1990 – 28 February 1991), codenamed Operation 
Desert Shield (2 August 1990 – 17 January 1991) for operations leading to 
the buildup of troops and defense of Saudi Arabia and Operation Desert 
Storm (17 January 1991 – 28 February 1991) in its combat phase, was a war 
waged by coalition forces from 35 nations led by the United States against 
Iraq in response to Iraq’s invasion and annexation of Kuwait.

1990 - 1991





79

The Yugoslav Wars were a series of ethnically-based wars and insurgencies 
fought from 1991 to 1999/2001 in the former Yugoslavia. These wars 
accompanied and facilitated the breakup of the Yugoslav state, when its 
constituent republics declared independence, but the issues of ethnic 
minorities in the new countries (chiefly Serbs, Croats and Albanians) were 
still unresolved at the time the republics were recognized internationally. The 
wars are generally considered to be a series of separate but related military 
conflicts which occurred in, and affected, most of the former Yugoslav 
republics.

1991 - 2001





80

The War on Terror (WoT), also known as the Global War on Terrorism 
(GWOT), is an international military campaign that was launched by the 
U.S. government after the September 11 attacks in the U.S. in 2001. The 
naming of the campaign uses a metaphor of war to refer to a variety of 
actions that do not constitute a specific war as traditionally defined. U.S. 
president George W. Bush first used the term “war on terrorism” on 16 
September 2001, and then “war on terror” a few days later in a formal speech 
to Congress. In the latter speech, George Bush stated, “Our enemy is a 
radical network of terrorists and every government that supports them.” The 
term was originally used with a particular focus on countries associated with 
al-Qaeda. The term was immediately criticised by such people as Richard 
B. Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and more nuanced ones 
subsequently came to be used by the Bush administration to publicly define 
the international campaign led by the U.S.; it was never used as a formal 
designation of U.S. operations in internal government documentation.

2001





81 1941
Freedom House is a U.S. Government-funded non-governmental 
organization (NGO) that conducts research and advocacy on democracy, 
political freedom, and human rights. Freedom House was founded in 
October 1941. Wendell Willkie and Eleanor Roosevelt served as its first 
honorary chairpersons. It describes itself as a “clear voice for democracy and 
freedom around the world”, although critics have stated that the organization 
is biased towards US interests.  The organization’s annual Freedom in the 
World report, which assesses each country’s degree of political freedoms 
and civil liberties, is frequently cited by political scientists, journalists, and 
policymakers. Freedom of the Press and Freedom of the Net, which monitor 
censorship, intimidation and violence against journalists, and public access 
to information, are among its other signature reports.





82 1945
The United Nations (UN) is an intergovernmental organization tasked to 
promote international cooperation and to create and maintain international 
order. A replacement for the ineffective League of Nations, the organization 
was established on 24 October 1945 after World War II with the aim of 
preventing another such conflict. At its founding, the UN had 51 member 
states; there are now 193. The headquarters of the UN is in Manhattan, 
New York City, and is subject to extraterritoriality. Further main offices 
are situated in Geneva, Nairobi, and Vienna. The organization is financed 
by assessed and voluntary contributions from its member states. Its 
objectives include maintaining international peace and security, promoting 
human rights, fostering social and economic development, protecting 
the environment, and providing humanitarian aid in cases of famine, 
natural disaster, and armed conflict. The UN is the largest, most familiar, 
most internationally represented and most powerful intergovernmental 
organization in the world.





83 1961
Amnesty International (commonly known as Amnesty or AI) is a 
London-based non-governmental organization focused on human rights. 
The organization claims to have over 7 million members and supporters 
around the world. The stated objective of the organization is “to conduct 
research and generate action to prevent and end abuses of human rights, 
and to demand justice for those whose rights have been violated.” Amnesty 
International was founded in London in 1961, following the publication 
of the article “The Forgotten Prisoners” in The Observer on 28 May 1961, 
by the lawyer Peter Benenson. Amnesty draws attention to human rights 
abuses and campaigns for compliance with international laws and standards. 
It works to mobilize public opinion to put pressure on governments that let 
abuse take place. Amnesty considers capital punishment to be “the ultimate, 
irreversible denial of human rights”. The organization was awarded the 1977 
Nobel Peace Prize for its “campaign against torture”, and the United Nations 
Prize in the Field of Human Rights in 1978.





84 1973
The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) is 
the world’s largest security-oriented intergovernmental organization. Its 
mandate includes issues such as arms control, promotion of human rights, 
freedom of the press, and fair elections. It employs around 3,460 people, 
mostly in its field operations but also in its secretariat in Vienna, Austria and 
its institutions. It has its origins in the 1975 Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE) held in Helsinki, Finland. 





85 1976
The Helsinki Committees for Human Rights exist in many European 
countries (the OSCE region) as volunteer, non-profit organizations devoted 
to human rights and presumably named after the Helsinki Accords. Formerly 
organized into the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights 
based in Vienna.  The Helsinki Committees began as Helsinki Watch groups. 
The first one was founded in the Soviet Union in 1976, the second in 1977 in 
Czechoslovakia, the third in 1979 in Poland, etc.  In 1982, representatives of 
several of these committees held an International Citizens Helsinki Watch 
Conference and founded the IHF.  In 1992, a British Helsinki Human Rights 
Group was established in the UK, but this group has always been completely 
independent of the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights. The 
UK’s official representative in the IHF is the British Helsinki Subcommittee 
of the Parliamentary Human Rights Group, established in 1976.





86 1977
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is a humanitarian 
institution based in Geneva, Switzerland, and a three-time Nobel Prize 
Laureate. State parties (signatories) to the four Geneva Conventions of 
1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977 (Protocol I, Protocol II) and 
2005 have given the ICRC a mandate to protect victims of international 
and internal armed conflicts. Such victims include war wounded, prisoners, 
refugees, civilians, and other non-combatants.  The ICRC is part of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement along with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
and 190 National Societies. It is the oldest and most honoured organization 
within the movement and one of the most widely recognized organizations 
in the world, having won three Nobel Peace Prizes in 1917, 1944, and 1963.





87 1978
Human Rights Watch (HRW) is an international non-governmental 
organization that conducts research and advocacy on human rights. HRW is 
headquartered in New York City with offices in Amsterdam, Beirut, Berlin, 
Brussels, Chicago, Geneva, Johannesburg, London, Los Angeles, Moscow, 
Nairobi, Paris, San Francisco, Sydney, Tokyo, Toronto, Washington, D.C., 
and Zürich. The group pressures governments, policy makers and human 
rights abusers to denounce abuse and respect human rights, and the group 
often works on behalf of refugees, children, migrants and political prisoners.  
Human Rights Watch in 1997 shared in the Nobel Peace Prize as a founding 
member of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, and it played a 
leading role in the 2008 treaty banning cluster munitions.





88 1983
The Arab Organization for Human Rights is a Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) that works on human rights issues in the Arab World. 
It was founded with a resolution agreed on in Hammamet, Tunisia, in 1983.  
Its general Assembly is held every three years, while the Board of Trustees 
meets annually, and consists of 25 members. 20 of the members are elected, 
while the remaining 5 are appointed by the AOHR. Its current headquarters 
is in Cairo, Egypt.





89 1985
Reporters Without Borders (RWB), or Reporters Sans Frontières (RSF), is an 
international non-profit, non-governmental organization that promotes and 
defends freedom of information and freedom of the press. The organization, 
with a head office in Paris, France, has consultant status at the United 
Nations.





90 1991
Institute for War & Peace Reporting (or IWPR for short) is an independent 
not-for profit organisation that works with media and civil society to 
promote positive change in conflict zones, closed societies, and countries in 
transition around the world. It has coordinating offices in the United States 
and the Netherlands, and a global headquarters in London. IWPR supports 
local reporters, citizen journalists and civil society activists in countries 
in conflict, crisis and transition around the world. It trains, mentors and 
provides platforms for professional and citizen reporters; builds up the 
institutional capacity of media and civic groups; and works with partners 
to remove barriers to free expression, robust public debate and citizen 
engagement. IWPR works on the ground in more than 30 countries and runs 
programmes in, among other places, Afghanistan, the Caucasus, Central 
Asia, Iraq, the Balkans, Sudan, and Uganda.





91 1904 - 1907
The Herero and Nama genocide was a campaign of racial extermination 
and collective punishment that the German Empire undertook in German 
South West Africa (modern-day Namibia) against the Herero, Nama and San 
people. It is considered the first genocide of the 20th century. It took place 
between 1904 and 1907 during the Herero Wars.





92 1915 - 1920
The Armenian Genocide, was the Ottoman government’s systematic 
extermination of 1.5 million Armenians, mostly citizens within the Ottoman 
Empire and its successor state, the Republic of Turkey. The starting date is 
conventionally held to be 24 April 1915, the day that Ottoman authorities 
rounded up, arrested, and deported 235 to 270 Armenian intellectuals and 
community leaders from Constantinople (now Istanbul) to the region of 
Ankara, the majority of whom were eventually murdered. The genocide 
was carried out during and after World War I and implemented in two 
phases—the wholesale killing of the able-bodied male population through 
massacre and subjection of army conscripts to forced labour, followed by 
the deportation of women, children, the elderly, and the infirm on death 
marches leading to the Syrian Desert.





93 1932 - 1933
The Holodomor also known as the Terror-Famine and Famine-Genocide 
in Ukraine, and before the widespread use of the term “Holodomor”, 
and sometimes currently—also referred to as the Great Famine, and The 
Ukrainian Genocide of 1932–33 was a man-made famine in Soviet Ukraine 
in 1932 and 1933 that killed an officially estimated 7 million to 10 million 
people. It was part of the wider Soviet famine of 1932–33, which affected 
the major grain-producing areas of the country.  During the Holodomor 
millions of inhabitants of Ukraine, the majority of whom were ethnic 
Ukrainians, died of starvation in a peacetime catastrophe unprecedented 
in the history of Ukraine. Since 2006, the Holodomor has been recognized 
by Ukraine and 15 other countries as a genocide of the Ukrainian people 
carried out by the Soviet government.





94 1937 - 1938
The Nanking Massacre was an episode of mass murder and mass rape 
committed by Japanese troops against the residents of Nanjing (Nanking), 
then the capital of the Republic of China, during the Second Sino-Japanese 
War. The massacre is also known as the Rape of Nanking or, using Pinyin 
romanization, the Nanjing Massacre or Rape of Nanjing.





95 1939 - 1943
The Romani genocide or the Romani Holocaust, also known as the Porajmos 
was the planned and attempted effort, often described as a genocide, 
during World War II by the government of Nazi Germany and its allies to 
exterminate the Romani people of Europe. Under the rule of Adolf Hitler, a 
supplementary decree to the Nuremberg Laws was issued on 26 November 
1935, defining Gypsies as “enemies of the race-based state”, the same category 
as Jews. Thus, in some ways the fate of the Roma in Europe paralleled that of 
the Jews during the Holocaust. Historians estimate that 220,000 to 500,000 
Romani were killed by the Nazis and their collaborators, or 25% to over 50% 
of the slightly fewer than 1 million Roma in Europe at the time. Ian Hancock 
puts the death toll as high as 1.5 million. In 1982, West Germany formally 
recognized that genocide had been committed against the Romani.  In 2011 
Poland passed a resolution for the official recognition of 2 August as a day of 
commemoration of the genocide.





96 1941 - 1945
Children’s Day is a day recognised to celebrate children. The day is celebrated 
on various calendar dates in different countries.   Universal Children’s 
Day takes place annually on 20 November. First proclaimed by the United 
Kingdom in 1954, it was established to encourage all countries to institute a 
day, firstly to promote mutual exchange and understanding among children 
and secondly to initiate action to benefit and promote the welfare of the 
world’s children.





97 1975 - 1979
The Cambodian genocide was carried out by the Khmer Rouge (KR) regime 
led by Pol Pot between 1975 and 1979 in which an estimated 1.5 to 3 million 
Cambodians died or were killed by the regime. The Cambodian Civil War 
resulted in the establishment of Democratic Kampuchea by the Khmer 
Rouge, who had planned to create a form of agrarian socialism founded on 
the ideals of Stalinism and Maoism. The subsequent policies led to the forced 
relocation of the population from urban centers, torture, mass executions, 
the use of forced labor, malnutrition, and disease which led to the death of 
an estimated 25 percent of Cambodia’s total population (around 2 million 
people). The genocide ended in 1979 following the Vietnamese invasion of 
Cambodia. As of 2009, 23,745 mass graves have been discovered.





98 1994
The Rwandan genocide, also known as the genocide against the Tutsi, was 
a genocidal mass slaughter of Tutsi in Rwanda by members of the Hutu 
majority government. An estimated 500,000–1,000,000 Rwandans were 
killed during the 100-day period from April 7 to mid-July 1994, constituting 
as many as 70% of the Tutsi population. Additionally, 30% of the Pygmy 
Batwa were killed. The genocide and widespread slaughter of Rwandans 
ended when the Tutsi-backed and heavily armed Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) led by Paul Kagame took control of the country. An estimated 
2,000,000 Rwandans, mostly Hutus, were displaced and became refugees.





99 1995
The Srebrenica massacre, also known as the Srebrenica genocide, was the 
July 1995 genocide of more than 8,000 Muslim Bosniaks, mainly men and 
boys, in and around the town of Srebrenica during the Bosnian War.  The 
killings were perpetrated by units of the Bosnian Serb Army of Republika 
Srpska (VRS) under the command of Ratko Mladić. The Scorpions, a 
paramilitary unit from Serbia, who had been part of the Serbian Interior 
Ministry until 1991, also participated in the massacre. In April 1993 the 
United Nations (UN) had declared the besieged enclave of Srebrenica—in 
the Drina Valley of northeastern Bosnia—a “safe area” under UN protection. 
However, in July 1995, UNPROFOR’s 370 Dutchbat soldiers in Srebrenica 
failed to prevent the town’s capture by the VRS - and the subsequent 
massacre. 





100 2004
The War in Darfur is a major armed conflict in the Darfur region of Sudan, 
that began in February 2003 when the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) 
and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) rebel groups began fighting 
the government of Sudan, which they accused of oppressing Darfur’s non-
Arab population. The government responded to attacks by carrying out a 
campaign of ethnic cleansing against Darfur’s non-Arabs. This resulted in 
the death of hundreds of thousands of civilians and the indictment of Sudan’s 
president, Omar al-Bashir, for genocide, war crimes, and crimes against 
humanity by the International Criminal Court.


